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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6359

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legi slature - 2010 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 61lst Legislature 2010 Regul ar Session

By Senate Hi gher Education & W rkforce Developnent (originally
sponsored by Senators Kil ner, Becker, Shin, and Tom

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 29/ 10.

AN ACT Relating to pronoting efficiencies including institutional
coordi nation and partnerships in the community and technical college
system anendi ng RCW28B. 50. 020 and 28B. 50. 090; addi ng a new section to
chapter 28B.50 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that Wshington's
community and technical coll ege systemconsists of thirty-four two-year
i nstitutions geographically dispersed across the state to encourage and
enabl e student access and participation. The legislature also finds
that, conpared wth other states, Wshington's two-year public
participation rate is ranked as high as fifth in the nation. The
| egislature further finds that Wshington's comunity and technica
col | eges have been nmaking and are continuing to make great progress
towards system efficiencies and coordination of their efforts through
such things as comon course nunbering, the student achievenent
initiative, associate transfer degrees, elLearning and integrated basic
education, skills training, and sonme common admnistrative systens.
Wi | e mai ntai ni ng Washi ngton's recogni zed | eadership in comunity and
technical college education, the Ilegislature intends to provide
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mechani sms to encourage further efficiencies that wll provide cost
savings to be used to enhance student access and success, strengthen
academ c prograns, and develop and retain high quality faculty through
cost-effective partnerships and coordination between institutions,
i ncl udi ng shared services and increased conpl enentary programm ng, as
wel |l as structural adm nistrative efficiencies.

Sec. 2. RCW 28B.50.020 and 2009 c 64 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

The purpose of this chapter is to provide for the dramatically
i ncreasi ng nunber of students requiring high standards of education
either as a part of the continuing higher education program or for
occupational education and training, or for adult basic skills and
literacy education, by creating a new, independent system of community
and technical coll eges which wll:

(1) Ofer an open door to every citizen, regardless of his or her
academ c¢ background or experience, at a cost normally within his or her
econoni ¢ means;

(2) Ensure that each college district, in_coordination_wth
adj acent _ college_districts, shall offer thoroughly conprehensive
educational, training, and service prograns to neet the needs of both
the communities and students served by conbining high standards of
excellence in academic transfer courses; realistic and practical
courses in occupational education, both graded and ungraded; comunity
services of an educational, cultural, and recreational nature; and

adult education, including basic skills and general, famly, and
wor kforce literacy progranms and services;
(3) Provide for basic skills and Iliteracy education, and

occupational education and technical training ((at—technicalcolleges))

in order to prepare students for careers in a conpetitive workforce;

(4) Provide or coordinate related and supplenental instruction for
apprentices at comunity and technical coll eges;

(5) Provide admnistration by state and |ocal boards which wll
avoi d unnecessary duplication of facilities ((e+)), prograns, student
services, or admnistrative_functions; and which wll encourage
efficiency in operation and creativity and imagination in education
training, and service to neet the needs of the community and students;
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(6) Allowfor the growth, inprovenent, flexibility and nodification
of the community colleges and their education, training, and service
prograns as future needs occur; and

(7) Establish firmy that, except on a pilot basis as provided
under RCW 28B. 50. 810, community coll eges are, for purposes of academ c
training, two year institutions, and are an independent, unique, and
vital section of our state's higher education system separate from
both the comon school system and other institutions of higher
| earning, and never to be considered for conversion into four-year
liberal arts coll eges.

Sec. 3. RCW 28B.50.090 and 2009 c 64 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

The col | ege board shall have general supervision and control over
the state system of comunity and technical colleges. 1In addition to
the other powers and duties inposed upon the college board by this
chapter, the college board shall be charged with the foll ow ng powers,
duties and responsibilities:

(1) Review the budgets prepared by the boards of trustees, prepare
a single budget for the support of the state system of community and
techni cal colleges and adult education, and submt this budget to the
governor as provided in RCW43. 88. 090;

(2) Establish guidelines for the di sbursenent of funds; and receive
and disburse such funds for adult education and maintenance and
operation and capital support of the college districts in confornance
with the state and district budgets, and in conformance wth chapter
43. 88 RCW

(3) Ensure, through the full use of its authority:

(a) That each college district, in_coordination with_ colleges,
wthin a_regional area, shal | offer thoroughly conprehensive
educational, training, and service prograns to neet the needs of both
the communities and students served by conbining high standards of
excellence in academic transfer courses; realistic and practical
courses in occupational education, both graded and ungraded; and
comunity services of an educational, cultural, and recreational
nature; and adult education, including basic skills and general,
famly, and workforce literacy prograns and services;
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(b) That each college district shall naintain an open-door policy,
to the end that no student wll be denied adm ssion because of the
| ocation of the student's residence or because of the student's
educati onal background or ability; that, insofar as is practical in the
j udgnent of the college board, curriculumofferings will be provided to
nmeet the educational and training needs of the community generally and
the students thereof; and that all students, regardless of their
differing courses of study, wll be considered, known and recognized
equally as nenbers of the student body: PROVI DED, That the
adm ni strative officers of a conmmunity or technical college my deny
adm ssion to a prospective student or attendance to an enrolled student
if, in their judgnent, the student would not be conpetent to profit
fromthe curriculumofferings of the college, or would, by his or her
presence or conduct, create a disruptive atnosphere within the coll ege
not consistent with the purposes of the institution. This subsection
(3)(b) shall not apply to conpetency, conduct, or presence associ ated
wth a disability in a person twenty-one years of age or younger
attending a technical coll ege;

(4) Prepare a conprehensive master plan for the devel opnent of
community and technical college education and training in the state;
and assist the office of financial managenent in the preparation of
enrol | ment projections to support plans for providi ng adequate col |l ege
facilities in all areas of the state. The master plan shall include
i npl enentation of the vision, goals, priorities, and strategies in the
statewide strategic naster plan for higher education under RCW
28B. 76. 200 based on the community and technical college systems role
and m ssion. The master plan shall al so contain neasurabl e performance
i ndi cators and benchmarks for gauging progress toward achieving the
goals and priorities;

(5 Define and admnister «criteria and guidelines for the
establishnent of new community and technical colleges or canpuses
within the existing districts;

(6) Establish criteria and procedures for nodifying district
boundary lines and consolidating district structures to formmultiple
canpus _districts consistent with the purposes set forth in RCW
28B. 50. 020 as now or hereafter anended and in accordance therew th nake
such changes as it deens advi sabl e;

ESSB 6359. SL p. 4
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(7) Establish mninmum standards to govern the operation of the
community and technical colleges with respect to:

(a) Qualifications and credentials of instructional and key
adm ni strative personnel, except as otherwise provided in the state
pl an for vocational education,

(b) Internal budgeting, accounting, auditing, and financial
procedures as necessary to supplenent the general requirenents
prescribed pursuant to chapter 43.88 RCW

(c) The content of the curriculuns and other educational and
training progranms, and the requirenent for degrees and certificates
awar ded by the col |l eges,

(d) Standard adm ssion policies,

(e) Eligibility of courses to receive state fund support;

(8) Establish and admnister criteria and procedures for all
capital construction including the establishnment, installation, and
expansion of facilities within the various college districts;

(9) Encourage innovation in the devel opnent of new educational and
training prograns and instructional nethods; coordinate research
efforts to this end; and di ssem nate the findings thereof;

(10) Exercise any other powers, duties and responsibilities
necessary to carry out the purposes of this chapter;

(11) Authorize the various community and technical colleges to
of fer prograns and courses in other districts when it determ nes that
such action is consistent with the purposes set forth in RCW28B. 50. 020
as now or hereafter anended,

(12) Notw thstandi ng any other |aw or statute regarding the sale of
state property, sell or exchange and convey any or all interest in any
community and technical college real and personal property, except such
property as is received by a college district in accordance with RCW
28B. 50. 140(8), when it determ nes that such property is surplus or that
such a sale or exchange is in the best interests of the community and
techni cal coll ege system

(13) In order that the treasurer for the state board for community
and technical colleges appointed in accordance with RCW 28B. 50. 085 may
make vendor paynents, the state treasurer will honor warrants drawn by
the state board providing for an initial advance on July 1, 1982, of
the current bienniumand on July 1 of each succeedi ng bi ennium fromthe
state general fund in an anmount equal to twenty-four percent of the
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average nonthly allotnment for such budgeted biennium expenditures for
the state board for comunity and technical colleges as certified by
the office of financial managenent; and at the conclusion of such
initial nonth and for each succeedi ng nonth of any biennium the state
treasurer will reinburse expenditures incurred and reported nonthly by
the state board treasurer in accordance with chapter 43.88 RCW
PROVI DED, That the reinbursenent to the state board for actua
expenditures incurred in the final nonth of each bienniumshall be |ess
the initial advance nmade in such bienni um

(14) Notwi thstanding the provisions of subsection (12) of this
section, may receive such gifts, grants, conveyances, devises, and
bequests of real or personal property fromprivate sources as my be
made fromtinme to tinme, in trust or otherw se, whenever the terns and
conditions thereof will aid in carrying out the community and techni cal
col | ege prograns and nmay sell, | ease or exchange, invest or expend the
sane or the proceeds, rents, profits and incone thereof according to
the terns and conditions thereof; and adopt regul ations to govern the
recei pt and expenditure of the proceeds, rents, profits and incone
t hereof ; and

(15) The col |l ege board shall have the power of em nent domain.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A newsectionis added to chapter 28B.50 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The state board for community and technical colleges, in
col l aboration with the boards of trustees for the community and
t echni cal col | eges, shal | identify pot enti al adm ni strative

efficiencies, conplenentary adm ni strative functions, and conpl enentary
academ c prograns based upon consultation with colleges within a

regi onal area. To study and identify potential admnistrative
efficiencies and conplenentary adm nistrative functions and prograns,
colleges wthin the regional area shall wrk wth stakehol ders

including faculty and staff representatives appointed by their
respective unions. Factors to be considered include, but are not
l[imted to:

(a) The economc feasibility and cost savings anticipated fromthe
proposed changes;

(b) The extent to which the changes wll contribute to student

ESSB 6359. SL p. 6
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access to academ c prograns and services, including greater flexibility
for students to transfer credits and obtain degrees and certificates
fromother colleges within the regional area; and

(c) The extent to which the changes contribute to the vision,
goals, priorities, and statewi de strategies in the conprehensi ve naster
pl an and the statew de strategic nmaster plan for higher education.

(2) The state board for comunity and technical colleges shal
develop and adopt a detailed plan for the inplenentation of any
identified changes that would result in cost savings while nmaintaining
or enhanci ng student access and achi evenent. |f educational prograns
are identified that would provide cost savings if consolidated, the
faculty and staff of those prograns shall be convened to assist in the
devel opment of the part of the plan that will inpact their prograns and
col l ective bargai ning agreenents. The plan nust establish a tinme frane
wi t hi n whi ch any proposed changes nust be acconplished and nust include
any agreenents, approved by the state board for comunity and techni cal
col l eges, between colleges wthin a regional area to provide
conpl enentary academ c prograns or coordinate adm ni strative functions.
The i nplenentation plan shall take effect upon approval by the state
board for community and technical colleges. The state board shal
submt a prelimnary report on the plan to the appropriate |egislative
comm ttees and the governor Decenber 1, 2010, and shall submt a fina
report Decenber 1, 2011

(3) Any cost savings realized as a result of the inplenentation of
adm nistrative efficiencies, conplenentary adm nistrative functions,
and conpl enentary academ ¢ progranmm ng under the plan shall be retained
by the respective districts to be used for enhanci ng student access and
success, and the retention and recruitnent of high quality faculty,
including but not limted to, full-tinme faculty, faculty devel opnent,
and academ c prograns.

(4) The col |l ege board, using the criteria and processes establi shed
in this section and in consultation wth the boards of trustees for the
community and technical colleges, shall identify adjacent college
districts that can feasibly be consolidated or whose boundaries can
feasibly be nodified to forma nultiple canpus district. The primary
considerations shall be the extent to which the changes will: (a)
Affect student access to academ c prograns and services, (b) affect the
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retention and recruitnment of high quality faculty, and (c) result in
financial efficiencies.

(5) By Decenber 1, 2012, the college board, in consultation with
| ocal boards of trustees, shall evaluate any proposed district
consol i dations or boundary changes identified in subsection (4) of this
section as it deens advisable and shall submt any required supporting
| egi sl ati ve changes to the governor and appropriate commttees of the
| egi sl ature.

Passed by the Senate March 7, 2010.

Passed by the House March 4, 2010.

Approved by the Governor March 29, 2010.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 30, 2010.
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